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Today in Texas history
Seed of modern art museum planted in Fort Worth

By Bandera Spirits of Texas

On April 23, 1892, a group of Fort Worth women received from the state 
of Texas a charter establishing the Fort Worth Public Library 
Association, a part of whose stated purpose was "the accumulation of 
paintings and artistic work of every character for the enjoyment and 
cultivation of our people." 
The resulting gallery was named the Art Gallery of the Carnegie Public 
Library in 1901, the Fort Worth Museum of Art in 1910, the Fort Worth 
Art Center in 1954, the Fort Worth Art Center Museum in 1971, and the 
Fort Worth Art Museum in 1974. The current name – the Modern Art 
Museum - was adopted in 1987. 
The museum, located in the Fort Worth Cultural District, houses the 
collection of the Fort Worth Art Association. It maintains a well-defined 
relationship with its two neighbors, the Amon Carter Museum and the 
Kimbell Art Museum. 
The Carter focuses on the art of the American West and American art in 
general until 1940, the Kimbell covers non-Western art and European art 
up to 1920, and the Modern Art Museum concentrates on European art 
since 1920 and American art since 1940.


