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Exciting updates on the Wastewater Front
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Friends of Hondo Canyon

Camp OTX in Tarpley implemented their TCEQ “zero discharge-
discharge permit” this summer. There will be verifiable transparency: a 
Texas Clean Rivers monitoring site just downstream from the camp has 
been approved by TCEQ, and will be managed by the Bandera County 
River Authority and Groundwater District. Friends of Hondo Canyon 
joint settlement with RR 417 (owners of Camp OTX) has been a win-
win for water, and a win-win for neighborliness. It could not have been 
accomplished without your support.
In another canyon, we have more wonderful news to share. Young Life 
(the new owner of Camp Lone Hollow on the Sabinal River near 
Vanderpool ) just issued a press release stating their intention to 
withdraw their application for a wastewater discharge permit in the 
Sabinal River! Their press release outlines plans including an application 
for a Texas Land Application Permit (TLAP) – so ALL wastewater 
effluent will be used for irrigation. Beneficial reuse of wastewater for 
irrigation reduces groundwater pumping, and helps conserve our 
precious groundwater resources as well as keeping our few remaining 
clean rivers pristine. This is yet another win-win for water and a win-win 
for neighborliness. We await confirmation of Young Life’s decision –  an 
official posting of the formal withdrawal on the TCEQ website. We 
celebrate our community for coming together to defend our shared 
resources that have no legislation to protect them.
Development in the Texas Hill Country is going like gangbusters. 
Everyone in Bandera County received their property tax assessment – a 



real wake-up call. And the Friends of Hondo Canyon funded monitor 
well for the Trinity Aquifer has not been drilled yet, because there are so 
many new well applications in the que. 
Our work is not yet done. Without legislation, the preservation of 
pristine streams using zero discharge wastewater systems remains one 
battle/one permit at a time. Without dedicated monitoring wells to 
monitor aquifer levels, water waste will be policed by neighboring wells 
going dry instead of by logical restrictions on pumping during drought. I 
urge your continued support of Friends of Hondo Canyon. And I will ask 
for your voice to join our voices whenever an effective opportunity to 
speak out for clean rivers presents itself.
In the meantime, use your voice to share the cheers!
Remember Hondo Canyon! Celebrate Sabinal! 
Let’s stay united in support for keeping the few remaining clean river 
segments pristine.
More later.


