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Today in Texas History

By Bandera Spirits of Texas

On this day in 1927, the Santa Claus Bank Robbery occurred in Cisco, 
Texas. At noon Marshall Ratliff, Henry Helms, Robert Hill and Louis 
Davis entered the First National Bank of Cisco with guns drawn. Ratliff, 
dressed in a borrowed Santa Claus costume, entered the bank vault.
Some of the bank customers escaped and alerted the police and town 
citizens. Gunfire ensued when Ratliff came out of the vault with a sack 
containing money. 
Two policemen were mortally wounded, and Ratliff and Davis were also 
wounded, Davis severely. As their escape car was almost out of gas and 
one of the tires had been shot out, the robbers commandeered another 
car, but the driver took the keys with him. They then left the wounded 
Davis in the car, forgetting the moneybag. 
The fugitives escaped on foot, stole a series of cars, and had more 
gunfights over the next several days. They were finally captured in 
Graham, Texas. 
The infamous Santa Claus Bank Robbery led to the largest manhunt ever 
seen in the state at that time.


