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On this day in 1818, scientist Ferdinand von Roemer was born in 
Hildesheim, Hanover. He studied law at Göttingen from 1836 to 1839 
and received his Ph.D. in paleontology in Berlin in 1842. Roemer 
traveled to Texas in 1845. 
From November 1845 to May 1847, he explored from Galveston to 
Houston, as far west as New Braunfels and Fredericksburg and as far 
north as Waco, studying the fauna, flora, and geology of the country. He 
also wrote a detailed report of the expedition that led to the Meusebach-
Comanche Treaty. 
His book Texas (1849), published in Bonn and translated in 1935 by 
Oswald Mueller, describes German immigration to Texas and the 
physical appearance of the state. Roemer was the author of the first 
monograph on Texas geology, The Cretaceous Formations of Texas and 
Their Organic Inclusions, published in Bonn in 1852. 
He died in Breslau in 1891, having published over 350 works.


