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Today in Texas History

On this day in 1844, the Scioto Belle, a river steamer believed to have 
been built on the Scioto River in Ohio, arrived at Galveston from New 
Orleans. The vessel was described in the Telegraph and Texas 
Register as a substantial, well-built ship, nearly new, well adapted for 
carrying freight, and with excellent accommodations for passengers. 
The steamer operated between Galveston and Houston and landings on 
the Trinity River but, probably because of the poor condition of the 
Trinity channel in the 1840s, was not able to go much farther up the 
river than Liberty Landing. 
In 1844, during a yellow fever epidemic, the Scioto Belle was docked at 
Lynchburg and converted by Dr. John Henry Bowers into a hospital.


