
August 20, 2025

Today in Texas History

On this day in 1886, the town of Indianola suffered through the second 
day of a devastating two-day hurricane. The settlement, on Matagorda 
Bay in Calhoun County, was founded in August 1846 and named Indian 
Point.
It was renamed in February 1849, and soon became the second busiest 
port in Texas (after Galveston). Indianola was the county seat of 
Calhoun County from 1852 to 1886. With a population of more than 
5,000, the town was at the peak of its prosperity when a hurricane struck 
in 1875, causing great loss of life.
The community rebuilt on a smaller scale, but then was almost 
obliterated by the hurricane of August 19-20, 1886, and the 
accompanying fire. By 1887, the site had been abandoned.


