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It’s Christmas time Bandera! For many of us we take Christmas for
granted. We have grown numb to the Christmas story or have never
looked beyond the tradition we grew up in. However, the history is far
deeper and more amazing than a Charlie Brown Christmas.

With this in mind let us strip aways all the wrapping paper to get at the
true treasure within. So let us begin with Church history. Christmas was
not in fact always celebrated by the Church. The earliest Church focused
more on the life, death, and resurrection of Christ viewing the
celebration of birthdays as a pagan practice, as evidenced by the writings
of Origen. It was not until the 2nd century that Clement of Alexandria
mentions the issue of the birthdate of Christ. He highlights the fact that
the church had always revered the date of the Lord’s death and
resurrection and only recently had an interest in identifying his date of
birth. It was not until the 4th century, 300 years after Christ, that
Christmas 1st appears on the Roman calendar in 336. In that time, the
Western Roman Empire recognized December 25, and the Eastern
Roman Empire recognized January 6 as Christs birthday. This is where
we get the 12 days of Christmas. These dates were chosen because of
existing celebrations that the Church wanted to Christianize. Later, many
Protestant denominations would refuse to celebrate December 25th or
January 6th because of the pagan connection to those chosen days.
Groups like Puritans, Quakers, Presbyterians, Baptists, and Methodists
all rejected the celebrations they argued that we were not commanded to
celebrate Christs birth, but we were commanded to remember his life,
death, and resurrection. Still, they gave full reverence to the recognition
of the arrival of Christ, just more soberly than other groups.

However, I heartily support the joyous celebration of Christmas as it
recognizes a significant point in not only world history, but also spiritual,



redemptive, eternal, prophetic, and relational history. From the very
point we hear of Zecheriah and Elizabeth being promised a child in their
old age, similar to the story of Abraham and Sarah, we begin to see the
shadow of Christ in the Old Testament become the brilliant light of
fulfilled prophecy in the New. This point marks the end of 400 years of
silence. It marks the beginning of the journey of the eternal un-created
creator taking on the form of his creation in order to live perfectly, die
perfectly (though covered in our sin), and rise perfectly so that we may
have life in him alone as we were designed.

Now it is true, as the skeptics and early Protestants point out, that Jesus
was not born December 25th. Nor was he born January 6th. This is
evidenced by history such as the time of the Roman census, the fact that
the shepherds were watching their flocks in the fields, understanding of
the time of Zecheriah’s service and the Biblical references that point to
the Feast of Tabernacles which includes a focus on the great light from
the Temple. Finally, consider the very star that the wisemen followed
and when astronomy shows it occurred.

Now with all that presented, it is not my intention to flip the apple cart
and abolish Christmas. Although out of respect for the Lord and when he
chose to enter the world it would be nice to see it moved closer to the
correct period of September/October. After all who amongst us wants
others to determine what day they will recognize our birthday.
Especially, if you are the King. No my intention instead is to inspire you
to greater reflection and deeper study into the true story of Christs birth.
You see there is so much we truly miss in our society by being focused
on Christmas lights and gifts that we often miss the true light of the
world and the gift of eternal life he gave us.

Let’s begin with Mary and Joseph. Both of our Lord’s earthly parents
were descendants of the shepherd boy who became King, Mary through
David’s son Nathan and Joseph through David’s son Solomon. Mary is
related maternally to Elizabeth who is of the priestly tribe of Levi and
whose son prepares the way for Christ. Christ’s priesthood though is not
of Levi but of Melchizedek. However, that is another story.



So here we have our high priest and King, our good shepherd being in
the royal line of David the shepherd boy made King and who is it that
his birth is first announced to? Shepherds. But not just any shepherds.
No, these were the shepherds of Bethlehem whose sheep were raised in
the shadow of the Migdal Elder and were destined to be sacrificed in the
Temple. These shepherds, like all shepherds at that time were considered
lower class. So, for angels to come 1st to them and welcome them to the
birth of the Good Shepherd and King of the world was an honor and
shows that Christ came for all beginning with the lowly.

Now beside the shepherds, there were also wise men from the area of
ancient Babylon who were called to see the King. These men knew and
studied the words of ancient Jewish and Hebrew writers left to them by
Daniel. The Bible states they brought 3 gifts but does not state how
many they were. These men followed a particular constellation which
appeared around 3-2 BC. This constellation was made up by Jupiter, the
King Planet, which had entered a unique pattern in retrograde. It rose in
the east and joined the King Star of the constellation Leo which became
crowned but other stars leading to a unique and brilliant light. This light
arrives in the time of the feast of tabernacles. John 1 describes this
moment as the light of the world coming to tabernacle with us.

The tabernacle he entered that night was not a remote barn on the edge
of town. Instead, it was a family home. The Greek word used in Luke
2:7 1s Kataluma and means guest room or chamber. Since Mary was
getting ready to give birth, she needed privacy as she would soon give
birth, and being a true virgin there would be blood. Thus, Mary and
Joseph would have been placed in the room in the home where the
animals were kept. Thus, when Christ entered the world, he did so
within a family tabernacle where his parents were given due respect and
privacy. This highlights the fact that he desires to dwell with us not away
from us.

With all of this in mind my prayer is that the words here written will
inspire you to look closer at the true and deeper meaning of Christmas.
May it give you more reason to believe and grow closer to he who left
glory to tabernacle with you and be the true light within you. May it lead



you to value more the gift of relationship than gift of money and see the
greater beauty of the eternal over the dying evergreen.



