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Recently, I had the opportunity to attend the New York premier of a very 
special documentary called Zzaslow K427 produced by U.S. Army 
Veteran Robert Ham of HAMMR Productions. Now I had seen this 
documentary already during its very first showing at JBSA-Lackland, 
but the location and who I was with made all the difference. You see this 
documentary was about a very special dog, named for a very special 
man who lost his life less than three miles from where this film was 
shown when airplanes became weapons and the war on terror began. On 
that day a cloudless sky became filled by a cloud of falling towers. As 
the towers fell so did the tears of Adam Zaslow whose father Ira was lost 
that day.
It was not until 2005 that Adam would learn of a very special honor that 
had been given to his father Ira. You see Ira’s name had been bestowed 
upon one of a select number of dogs produced by the experimental TSA 
breeding program. This program only existed from 2002 to 2012. To 
show that the dog was one of these special dogs its name had a double 
first letter and a unique tattoo number. For Zzaslow that would be K427. 
When these dogs were old enough the breeding program sought out 
volunteer families to foster them until they were ready to be tested to 
enter training as either a TSA dog or as a Military Working Dog. For 
Zzaslow K427 that foster family would be Mrs. Suzanne Johnson. 
Suzanne learned of the origin of Zzaslow’s name and left a small 
heartfelt message on the obituary page of Ira Zaslow on December 5th 
2005 never knowing what that brief comment would lead to.
From here Adam gained a connection and awareness that his father’s 
legacy of love would continue. He learned that this, dog bearing his 
father’s name, would be part of America’s response to that tragic day 



and to bringing to justice the terrorist forces who had taken not only his 
fathers life, but the lives of 2,977 other Americans as well. He would 
also learn that this furry warrior, along with a young Army Soldier from 
Puerto Rico named Juan Colon-Estrada who had been destined to be the 
sole handler for this dog, would save the lives of countless fellow 
warriors over their three combat tours and 10 years of service together.
Once Adam learned about the service and heroism of Zzaslow, he sought 
to make a connection with Zzaslow’s handler Juan in order to learn more 
about their life together. Adam discovered that Juan was Zzaslows only 
handler and that Zzaslow was one of only two dogs Juan had handled 
during his active-duty career. He learned that when Zzaslow retired, 
Juan adopted him and cared for him right up to his last day ensuring 
Zzaslow did not cross that rainbow bridge alone. Adam also learned that 
Juan, like him, also carried scars connected to 9-11. Adam’s came from 
the falling of the towers and Juan’s came from America’s response to 
those who took them down.
Through the film the audience is taken on a journey of tragedy and 
triumph. It is shown the journey of pain, loss, challenge, sacrifice, 
redemption, and healing. Through this film the watcher, unaware, is 
shown God’s hand as a singular thread is spun that joins strangers from 
across the country with diverse backgrounds and stories into a new 
family whose bonds have become stronger than blood. A single name 
that had fallen and whom the enemy considered destroyed was 
resurrected and given new life and new power. That power culminates in 
this story as you see Adam and Juan meet for the first time in Ft. 
Leonard Wood, MO., and then together meet again in NY at the 9-11 
Memorial and Museum that the Lord had arranged for them to 
experience alone without any other visitors.
Words cannot express the feelings I had in that Regal Theater at 850 
Broadway in New York, City on Sunday, 18 January 2026, as this film 
was shown for the first time in NY as part of Dances with Films, film 
festival. Early on in the creation of the documentary I had been given the 
opportunity to become a part of this story. While filming at JBSA-
Lackland in San Antonio, Robert Ham contacted me, in a round about 



way to provide him a black lab to use as a stand in for Zzaslow for 
training sequences in his film. Turns out I just happened to have an 
obedient lab at home ready to serve. I gladly obliged as I have a passion 
for history and sharing stories of the career field I served in for nearly 15 
years. As I learned more about this project and the story behind it, I 
became more committed to seeing it succeed. Once the film was 
complete I connected with the key players involved and arranged for 
them to come out to JBSA-Lackland for a tour of TSA’s Canine Training 
Center and the DoD’s Dog School at the 341st Training Squadron. 
Following the tour, I arranged to have the film shown here for the first 
time where Zzaslow K427 was born. After this I committed to Adam and 
Rob to come out to New York whenever they were able to have it shown 
there. This gave me the opportunity to take my 11-year-old son to 
ground zero the day before the event and connect him as directly as I 
could with that tragic day so he would never forget the truth, as many 
seem to. I wanted 9-11 to mean more to him than just a date on a 
calendar as it did to all of us who lived through it. Enabling our family 
to experience the memorial together and then see Adam’s story on the 
big screen impacted us as never before. Doing this beside Adam’s family 
as well as Suzzane’s family and Robert’s family was a memory I will 
treasure forever.
With that said I invite you to visit HAMMR Productions at https://
www.hammrproductions.com/feature-documentaries/zzaslowk-427   to 
learn more about this one of a kind feature documentary. The team is 
presently looking for distribution to share this masterpiece of film and 
emotion with as many as possible. Maybe you can help and ensure 
America never forgets the lessons of 9-11 and those we lost.
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